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Geen nieuw thema
- Case studies

- Eerste theorievorming

- Systematisch studie

- PRIO, Woodrow Wilson

- Praktijk: militair,vluchte-

lingenorganisaties

- Ontwikkelingssamen-

werking

Migratie en displacement als een van de gevolgen
(Myers; Homer-Dixon; Hjort af Ornaes; Libischewski; Bächler; Dokken; Bruyninckx) 

Het Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) 

stelde reeds in 1990 dat “the gravest effects of climate 

change may be those on human migration”.
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Klimaatverandering als socio-ecologisch systeemprobleem



Challenge of 21st century: 10 billion people, 1 planet

Good life

Within limits

of the planet

Education, health, food, housing, safety

Water, 

forests, 

oceans,

biodiversity

climate, 

resources

• IPCC report: 1.5°

• 15000 Concerned Scientists/IPBES: 6th Extinction

• International Resource Panel: unsustainable resource 

use

• Urgent action needed



Global response: Sustainable Development Goals



Vision of the 7th Environment Action Programme

‘In 2050, we live well, within the planet's ecological limits.

Our prosperity and healthy environment stem from an innovative, 

circular economy where nothing is wasted and where natural 

resources are managed sustainably, and biodiversity is protected, 

valued and restored in ways that enhance our society's resilience.

Our low-carbon growth has long been decoupled from resource 

use, setting the pace for a global safe and sustainable society.’

Source: 7th Environment Action Programme, European Commission, 2013
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The general model of linking 
environmental issues to conflict

Factors causing 

environmental stress

Social effects of 

environmental stress

Social stress

Environmental stress

Socio-ecological 

instability

Violent conflict
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Social effects of environmental 
degradation

decreased agricultural production

general economic decline

declining human health

loss of cultural identity

disruption of legitimacy and authority of social 
relations

population displacement



Hans Bruyninckx, APCSS, November 
2002
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“…we realize that ultimately the security, quality of 
life, and economic development of our citizenry 
depend on a healthy environment.”

Shalikashvili, Chairman, U.S. Joint Chiefs of Staff, 1995
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“Environmental migrants are persons or 

groups of persons who, for compelling 

reasons of sudden or progressive changes

in the environment that adversely affect 

their lives or living conditions, are obliged 

to leave their habitual homes, or choose to 

do so, either temporarily or permanently, 

and who move either within their country or 

abroad.”

International Organization For Migration (2007)



Een internationaal governance vacuum!

• “Over the past few years, the controversial term "climate 

refugees" has become an accepted political term to describe 

an urgent and growing challenge…” (G20)

• No legal status or protection; unless in Human Rights

• The United Nations General Assembly (2016) "New York 

Declaration for Refugees and Migrants" highlighted the 

importance of climate change, environmental factors and 

natural disasters as drivers of migration and flight …, but then 

fails to provide specifics. 

• Followed by Compact on Refugees and Migration (2018)

• “There is no international mechanism or institution taking … 

the responsibility to prepare the world for larger numbers of 

people displaced resulting from environmental change… “ 

(G20)



- Zeespiegelstijging

- Droogte en hitte

- Overstromingen

- Voedselproductie

- Impact op biodiversiteit



Meer systematische analyses

- Kwetsbaarheid

- Monitoring van realiteit

- Link met klimaatmodellering

- Algemeen: Afrika, Zuidoost

Azië, Latijns Amerika, SIDS





Opletten met al te snelle

conclusies



(Gu)estimates
- 22-30-50-140-250-500 (miljoen tegen 2050)

- Nauwelijks systematische cijfers

- Modelmatige en scenario-aanpak

- Aantal zal sterk toenemen



Dit lijkt de belangrijkste

vraag in huidige politieke

debat!





“At this point in time, the ‘rationality and ingenuity’ of the 

twentieth century has produced environmental destruction of 

such magnitude that it is literally threatening the economic 

and cultural livelihood of hundreds of millions of people on the 

planet.”

Bruyninckx, 1996



“The way I see it, the only possible alternative for us is not to 

worry about ideological nonissues, but instead to make 

practical efforts -here and now, whatever we are doing, 

and wherever we are- to change things for the better, to try 

to win more freedom, more respect for human dignity, to work 

for an economy that functions better, less destruction of the 

earth, government by more sensible politicians, the right to 

speak the truth -and finally, to ensure that people do not 

lose hope when confronted with the truth, but instead try 

to draw the practical lessons from it.”

Vaclav Havel, Farce, Reformability, and the Future of the World, 1987.



Global trends1

Globalisation

of unsustainable 

systems of 

production and 

consumption



Global trends2

Expectations/ 

policy promises

OR

How credible?

How feasible?

What sort of 

policies and action 

and knowledge?



Implicit order?!
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